
FY 2008 Capital Budget Backup Number 234

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development

Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Grant Recipient:  Cultural Heritage & Education Institute

Project Title: 

Cultural Heritage & Education Institute - Cultural
Preservation Initiative

House District: 10 Funding Amount: $ 50,000

Brief Summary:
To document the history and culture of the Benhti Athabascans of Minto

Funding Plan: Type of Need: One-Time Need
Prior Funding to Date:
Cultural Heritage & Education Institute (CHEI) estimates that $790,000 will be needed over three
years to implement the proposed initiative.  Additional funding has been or will be secured from
private foundations and businesses.  

Other Funding Requests:
In the past, Alaska Federation of Natives, the University of Alaska Fairbanks, the Rasmuson
Foundation, the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trues, the US Department of Agriculture, the Alaska
Humanities Foundation, First Nations Development Institute, Alyeska Pipeline Company,
ConocoPhillips, the Alaska Railroad Corporation, Alaska Airlines, and Wal-Mart have supported
CHEI in the past.  These foundations and businesses and others will be approached regarding the
possiblity of future financial support.

Project Description:
In the past twenty years, CHEI has gathered important original photographs, audio and video recordings, and place
names research through its cultural camps and mapping project.  These annals create a foundation for the Chief Peter
John Cultural Preservation Initiative.  This historical information needs to be organized and preserved in digital form to
create a more permanent record.

This capital request provides partial funding to begin the planning, researching, and consulting with experts on how to
best approach archiving CHEI's annals.  In addition, this request will help maintain CHEI's current operation to plan for
the full use of the Old Minto Cultural Camp and conduct an outreach to attract interested clients.

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name: Mr. Robert Charlie
Phone Number: 907-451-0910
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